REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

OPENING PRAYER
God, you are the loving parent who never abandons us. Help us trust that even when it
seems all is wrong; there is still hope. Give us the courage and resilience to not walk away. Instead, let us be bold and compassionate toward those around us who feel orphaned. Show us the way to accompany them, so our encounters will heal and transform the world with your love. God, who remains when systems abandon us and people fall through the cracks, teach us a love that endures. Send your Spirit into our fears, fatigue,
and unfinished courage. Show us how love becomes action and presence transforms into power. Amen.

GOSPEL John 14: 15 - 21
[bookmark: 51014016][bookmark: 51014017][bookmark: 51014018][bookmark: 51014019][bookmark: 51014020][bookmark: 51014021]Jesus said to his disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Two weeks away from the feast of Pentecost, and the Gospel is already preparing us with Jesus’ promise of the “Advocate,” the Spirit of Truth. By the sending the Spirit after his death and resurrection, Jesus continues to be our defense, our comfort, our guide, so that we continue to live in divine presence even in Jesus’ earthly absence. It is through this Advocate, the Holy Spirit, that the disciples – and hence us – will be able to celebrate and announce Jesus as the way to God. 
The disciples sense that Jesus will soon be leaving them. We can imagine the anxiety that was created. But he tells them not to be afraid. They will not be orphaned. Stay the course. Follow the example and teachings I gave you. And trust that the Spirit will guide and advocate for you. As missionary disciples in the world today, we can easily feel abandoned. It can be hard to discern the presence of the Spirit when we see abusive power go unchecked, people being oppressed, and despair growing. Easter hope is trusting that when all that happens, if we stay the course of love, God will not abandon us, and new life will break forth.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
· What word or phrase does your heart need most this week?
· How do you experience the presence of the Advocate, the Spirit, in your life?
· What is God’s challenge for you this week?
· 
· Is your awareness of God’s helpful presence becoming clearer, deeper, more frequent? How does this affect my day?
· Who are the orphans today? Where does the Spirt call you to stay present with them, even when walking away would be easier?
· What is one concrete and practical step you can take this week to reach a contemporary “orphan” who needs to hear, “I am there with you.”?






